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MESSAGE FROM THE FEDERAL PRESIDENT 
The E:'!or has asked me toy « lew palagraphs lor this, the second issue ol the magazine published 
by the South Australian Branch and I think it is fitting that I should comment on the first issue. 
Although Charles Wright will not agree, I think it is a very commendable effort, particularly as it 
is almost a one man effort. I think Charles has accepted the job of producing the publications as 
a challenge, and his very energetic approach and attention to detail has been rewarded in the result. 
I think further mention could be made here regarding the next Federal Rally which is now to be held 
in Mildura and in this direction, I can report satisfactory progress. Original bookings and arrange- 
ments which were initiated by David Vinall have been confirmed and every available bed in the towr 
has been reserved, but there are several major events in Mildura during the Queen's Birthday week- 
end and accommodation is limited. This is a suggestion to all States to emphasise to members 
the importance of early bookings once regulations are published. 
This is also an opportunity for me to give members the good news recently received from the Gen- 
eral Manager of Rolls-Royce Australia Ltd., Mr. K.W. Wright, that although Jack Vidler has been 
allocated new responsibilities and for some time will be concentrating on them, he is not lost to us, 
and we will be able to continue to have direct contact with the Company about our cars through 
Jack at any time. We also hope to see Jack at our future Rallies and of course nothing would give 
us greater pleasure than for Mr. Wright also to join us - perhaps Mildura? I certainly will take it 
on my shoulders to see that he gets an invitation. ERIC R. RAINSFORD. 


PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE. 
Why do people join the Rolls-Royce Owner's Club? The principal reason, we hope, is because of 
their intense admiration of and desire to preserve the products of the Company both before and after 
the death of Sir Henry Royce. 
However, a likely future problem is that some Ghost, 20hp and Phantom owners are interested in 
the Club only from the point of view of preservation of 'red badge' cars. In fact, it has been mooted 
that there should be a 20-Ghost Club formed as in the United Kingdom. 
Let us hope this never happens in Australia. 
It may be desirable for the Club to encourage get-togethers by owners of one type, as has happened 
with Ghost owners in Victoria , and very pleasant gatherings they are. If each of the Branches were 
to encourage such gatherings in addition to normal club events, this could help to avoid any likely 
future split. 
We must be sure, also, that the good-natured banter between Silver Ghost, 20hp and Phantom own- 
ers never causes any rift, and that Bentley owners and 'black badge' owners are made to feel as muct 
a part of the Club as the ‘old originals’. A Guest Editorial from JIM COOPER (15 RM), 


PRAECLARVM. 
Does any Member happen to have a picture of Eric Gill's carving of the Latin version 
of Henry Royce's motto (which is printed below)? If so could he please lend it to 


the Editor - urgently? 
PRAECLARUM 


“QUIDVIS RECTE FACTVM QVAMIS HVMILE PRAECLARVM”. 
Whatever is rightly done, however humble, is noble. 27. 


MORE VINTAGE BILL FLEMING 
Overheating in Ghosts. 


To a tea drinking people such as ourselves, 
there are obvious advantages in a car which 
produces boiling water. The Master, with his 
normal forethought, has provided a beautifully 
finished brass tap at the bottom of the water 
jacketing to facilitate filling the teapot or aun- 
tie's Bonox mug, adequate provision exists for 
stowing crockery and hampers, while the run- 
ning board of a Silver Ghost is ideal at a picnic 
as this provides at once support for the person, 
shelter from the wind and a convenient resting 
place for food and drink. So you see, an early 
Rolls-Royce is practically the ideal tea-house; 
but between ourselves, uncontrolled boiling is 
not entirely desirable and we will now consider 
some of the ways by which it may be kept 
within bounds. 


INSUFFICIENT WATER normally occurs be- 
cause of the idleness of the driver, and there is 
not much can be done with such a fellow except 
hope he hasn't forgotten the tea and sugar. 
Water can escape from various places a little at 


a time, or from a ruptured hose, a lot all at once. 


During hard pulling, a watch should be kept on 
water temperature. Anyone whose car lacks a 
temperature gauge should put this article down 
at once and go out and instal one. Leaks in 
the radiator may be stuffed up with various 
things, even pollard if caught in the bush. Per- 
manent repairs: use solder or epoxy resin. 


INADEQUATE VENTILATION. The little 

holes through the radiator should be kept free of 
grasshoppers, butterflies, and wasp's nests. Any 
shutters must be capable of being fully opened. 
Louvres in the bonnet can achieve 9°C more 
cooling and machines are available to cut and 
press louvres in a plain bonnet. 


WATER PUMP UNSERVICEABLE: Service it. 


LOOSE FAN BELT. With the engine idling, a 
silk or cambric handkerchief (what other sort 
would a Rolls-Royce owner use?) should be 
firmly sucked against the radiator core. 


WEAK MIXTURE causes heating. Run richer. 


DEFECTIVE THERMOSTAT. This device by- 
passes the radiator when the water is cold. If 

it does this when it is hot, trouble ensues. It may 
be taken out, but as a replacement, one from a 
Ford (blush) works satisfactorily. 


CORROSION in the water chambers and conse- 
quent blocking of the water passages in the radi- 
ator is the subject of the Squires-Glover Hot and 
Cold Flushes (see Victoria Branch Newsletter No. 
81 of September 1965, pages 3 to 6). This in- 
cludes the use of hot weak acid solutions, deter- 
gents and back and forward flushing and envis- 
ages the use of inhibitors against further cor- 
rosion. 


"Limited boiling for short periods may be 
allowed". 
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THE ‘GROSSER’ MERCEDES. 


'Grosser' means larger, and when applied to the 
Mercedes Benz car, has been translated as 'Grand' 
We are referring to the '600' which appeared in 
two forms - large which is the standard version - 
and huge or the Pullman version which is roughly 
the same car with 30" let in behind the front seat, 
making it 8" longer than the Phantom V. It con- 
tained most of the nice things that Rolls-Royce 
Ltd. had been inventing, developing and testing 
for about ten years. 

In 1965, there was as yet no shadow of an 
answer from the Company-we-love, and a man 
who worked for an English magazine called 'CAR' 
wrote an article on the German monster which 
now follows in a somewhat condensed form:- 


The test included a belt down the Turin auto- 
strada which caused no little bug-eyed wonder 
amongst the natives. In the test car, as we 
travelled at 125 mph more or less hour in and 
hour out, there was an eagle-eyed man provided 
by the Company, who seemed to spend most of 
the four hours holding fast to the two hand grips 
and who, when if came his turn to drive, kept 
using the automatic lever to change down instead 
of the kickdown. He relaxed noticeably when 
not being shown how much faster some journalist 
was than Fangio. Why? He was Fangio. 

Here they make a car with front seats you 
can run up and down, back and forth and to any 
degree of tilt by waggling a small lever, power 
to burn, limited slip differential and all the 
mods - then they call it a limousine and tell you 
to employ a chauffeur to drive it. Seemingly 
only Fangio will do. 

But he must be prepared to lift the bonnet. 
It's true, that, with all those electric-hydraulic 
marvels, you still have to open the engine com- 
partment by hand, and in a way trickier than most. 
There is the usual under-dash handle which you 
can't distinguish from two other under-dash hand- 
les, then there are TWO safety second releases, 
one at each side, which have to be released to- 
gether, presumably by a Fangio with a two metre 
wingspan, who heaves most mightily. 

But, at the rear, press the button, and 
stand clear; the boot lid goes up alone, hydrau- 
lically. Press again and get those fingers out - 
quick - the guillotine is descending. As to the 
windows: the driver's drop pane will drop in 
one second and rise again in !.5. As we 
couldn't find a volunteer for the finger-caught- 
waving-to-the-crowds experiment, we are limi- 
ted to reporting that the window will clip a king- 
size cigarette neatly in two with no measurable 
delay. 

But, fear not you travellers in State lim- 
ousines, if you get your neck caught through 
looking out the window that split-second too 
long, Daimler-Benz have made provision. 

There is a nook in the boot wall filled with a 
tailored kit of hydraulics parts, (presumably 
including those for failure of the mechanism 
which opens the boot). We think we would 
rather change some of these connections than 
replace a fan belt in that under-bonnet maze. 


Somewhere in there lies a 6329cc V8 putting 
out 300 SAE hp at a quiet 4100 rpm, but it 
would require a truffle hound to find it under 
the pumps, compressors and finned extras. 


Biggest Car or Smallest Bus? Pullman 600. 


When the other end is filled with 25 gal- 
lons of what the front uses at the rate 12 mph 
and a 900 by 15 tyre, luggage capacity is not 
all that impressive. This accords with the 
previous Duke of Bedford's dictum that any 
man who owns a 600 can afford a Rolls-Royce 
to follow with the golf sticks. This brings to 
to mind stories during a recent visit of a Royal 
person to Germany. An unnamed, but reliable 
source reports a prince who shall be nameless 
Operating the seat control when his wife wasn't 
expecting. This may explain why they travel- 
led in different cars most of the time. 

Frankly, we're most impressed by the real 
round rey. counter and by seats which lay 
back at the flick of a switch. (Seems a girl 
is not safe anywhere nowadays), and things 
like air-suspension, dual circuit all-wheel 
discs (smooth too), a rather jerky four-speed 
automatic gearbox that you can operate like 
a racing driver (Fangio remember?), total com- 
fort, quiet and GT speeds. 


Shadowy Park Ward Phantom V to Same Scale. 


COMPARISON 

THE 600 PULLMAN SEVEN PASSENGER 
LIMOUSINE. 

8 cylinders, Bore 4.06", Stroke 3.74", 
Capacity 6329cc, Power 300hp at 4100rpm, 
Compression 9 to 1, Max. Speed 127mph, 
Wheelbase 154", Overall 246", Height 60", 
Turning circle 47. 8ft. 


THE PV PARK WARD SEVEN PASSENGER 
LIMOUSINE. 

8 cylinders, Bore 4.1", Stroke 3.6", Capa- 
city 6230cc, Power: not stated, Compres- 
sion 9 to 1, Max. speed: not stated. Wheel- 
base 145", Overall 238", Height 69", Turm- 
ing circle 48.75ft. 


Leighton West adds.... .... 
It ought to be called the "Grocer" Mercedes. 


‘PEARL OF FHE EAST’ 


The "Peart of the East" was the forerunner of 
all the Rolls-Royce cars which were sold to 
the Indian Princes. It would be interesting to 
know how many they bought altogether. Per- 
haps, one day, someone will produce a book 
with pictures and details of all of them, culled 
from the Company's and the coachbuilder's re- 
cords... Patrick? 

The overworked epithet "fabulous" would 
not be out of place when applied to most of 
them. Their princely owners vied with each 
other in the number they owned and in the way 
they were equipped and adorned. One of the 
Nizam of Hyderabad's, a 1913 Silver Ghost ch. 
no. 2117, had a raised and richly ornamented 
throne surmounted by a domed clerestory roof. 
It was upholstered in fine figured silk. He is 
said to have owned fifty Rolls-Royce at the one 
time. The throne car is said to be badly in 
need of restoration. Would you like the job? 

The visit of the "Pearl" to the East was 
not promoted by C.S. Rolls nor by the Com- 
pany. It was taken there by a Mr. Norbury 
who had recently retired from a business which 
had ‘won him a fortune from exporting to 
these eastern parts. He ordered a Ghost chas- 
sis which was delivered early in 1907. It was 
ch. no. 60576. He had it fitted with a special 
limousine body by Cockshoot's of Manchester. 
It was painted cream with vertical apple green 
stripes edged with gold on the side panels and 
mouldings. Seats and interior were trimmed 
with brown leather. Being a very early model, 
it was fitted with the transverse or "platform" 
rear springs. 

Roof racks carried Finegan trunks in brown 
cowhide and a circular case for spare rim and 
spare tyre. The dash side lamps burned methy- 
lated spirits and the pillar side lamps burned 
oil. It had an electric bugle-type horn driven 
by a buzzer unit, the first of all the windtone 
horns. At the back there was a folding lug- 
gage carrier and a very exposed servant'sseat. 
Extremely dusty, but you could always put 
them in the Ganges after a long run. 

Mr. Norbury took it to Bombay, and put it 
in an exhibition where it deeply impressed all 
the Maharajas with money to spend. Then it 
was taken on a 620 mile trial over a very 
rough and tough course. The bonnet was 
locked, no spares were carried, nor tools 
either, and the car made not one involuntary 
stop, which was just as well, what with the 
locked bonnet and all. The course included 
six high mountain passes, and it had a large 
body for a car on such a trial. 

It was bought by the Maharaja of Gwalior. 
It would be too much to hope that it is still in 
his garage ... Patrick? 


Did you know that Patrick Kane-White with 
John Fasal has been looking at Indian cars? 
READ ON. 
JOHN FASAL & PATRICK KANE-WHITE 
IN INDIA. 


> 


PICTURES FROM INDIA. 
29, 


JOHN FASAL & PATRICK KANE-WHITE 
IN INDIA. 


Since the "Pearl of the East" in 1907, it is 
well known that many Rolls-Royce cars have 
been sold in India. It would be reasonable 
to assume that, until recently anyway, In- 
dian Princes would not need to trade in the 
old to get a new one, so one might expect 
to find the country covered with a more or 
less continuous layer of Rolls-Royce motor 
cars. 

It was left to an Australian who has spent 
most of his life in England, and an English- 
man who has spent the last 21 years in Aus- 
tralia, I refer to John Fasal and Patrick Kane- 
White, to go there and thoroughly look into 
the matter. In our last issue, we followed 
in some astonishment, John Fasl from Perth 
to Singapore, Hongkong and other places in 
the Far East and listed the cars he found. 
Patrick left a month or two later for a quick 
scamper over much the same route to meet 
John in Bombay on 8 October 1967. Since 
then, they have reconnoitred in company 
and then began a 2 month's journey in a 
Penn's Tour bus which ended on 15 December 
in London. 

The largest single heap of papers on the 
editorial desk would be their separate and 
joint descriptions and pictures of what they 
have found. 


JOHN FASAL'S ADVICE TO THE TRAVELLER 

On August 23, John wrote to Patrick some 
advice on travelling to and in India: 'Use 
American Express Traveller's Cheques. The 
American dollar is worth 73 rupees (official). 
On the black market it can be up to 10 rupees 
for these cheques. Always more for cash. 
Obtain a tourist introduction card, free from 
the Government Tourist Office. This gives 
you 15% railways concession and other advan- 
tages. Re trains: see Mr. Muckerjee at the 
Eastern Railways office. He is expecting you 
and is most helpful. There are two emer- 
gency sleepers on the 3rd class - he allocated 
one to me for the evening's train journey to 
Patna at 26 rupees for about 400 miles. Ist 
class is 60 rupees. Keep money on you, trust 
nobody. CAREFUL. Travel light. Have 
a haircut in Great Easter Hotel. Only two 
rupees, 2/-." 

"I suggest you do not follow directly in 
my footsteps but rather take the Orissa State 
and others where many early Rolls-Royce are 
to be found. Just look up the telephone book 
under 'Maharaja' and phone up their Highnes- 
ses who will be only too pleased to talk over 
old times and show you their cars!" 

FROM THE NIZAM TO SIR ROBERT. 

John continues: "I go to Katmandu, Banares, 
Lucknow, Delhi, PATIALA, Agra, GWALIOR, 
JAIPUR, BARODA, Bombay. In CAPITALS 
are all Maharajas who are Rolls-Royce 
owners. " 

"Tl obtained an introduction to the new 
Nizam of Hyderabad to view his fabulous car 
collection, including the Ghost with the 
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throne on the rear and celestial domed roof 
in yellow satin. The car has done only 413 
miles since new." 

"Whilst Iam looking through these 
princely garages, you may be tracking down 
other superb specimens and both accounts should 
make interesting reading." 

"My mother wrote to me: 'We went to the 
Savoy for dinner. Sir Robert and Dame Pattie 
were sitting quite near, so Jennifer and I chat- 
ted with them. (He remembered you when I 
told him you had written, "Menzies had to 
earn the Order of the Thistle, I just bought 
mine". )'.". Most readers will know that 
John Fasal has a collection of such rare Orders? 
JOHN FASAL FROM INDIA . 

When we left him in our last issue, he 
was about to descend on India. In passing, we 
may note a paragraph in a letter dated 11 Sept- 
ember 1967. He had been in India 26 days: 

"I have seen 40 Rolls-Royce and Bentleys and 
another Rolls-Royce in Nepal, plus at least 20 
other interesting cars which include a 1929 
Isotta-Fraschini sedanca, Hispano-Suiza tour- 
er, 1933 Maybach tourer, a vintage Adler chas- 
sis in Katmandu. The thirty addresses I had 
has increased to more than 50 with twelve 
Rolls-Royce people to contact in Bombay and 
doubtless this will increase. There is a Twenty 
in Hyderabad which I shall search out". 

On 6 September he wrote: "Apparently 
three Rolls-Royce went to Nepal. Although 
you can drive to Kathmandu now, in those 
days and until 1951, a total of between 600 and 
700 cars were carried over the mountains, each 
by a team of 32 bearers and only the wheels 
were removed. It seems that two of the three 
Rolls-Royce returned to the U.K. I located 
the third in the Kaiser Mahal Palace garage 
on flat tyres and in that state for years. It is 
a 1935 PII (191TA) Windover's Sedanca de 
Ville." 

"From Patna by train to Benares and 
Lucknow where I stayed with a family who 
were old friends of 'Jimmy' - otherwise 
H.H. the Maharaja of Jehengirabad, aged 
24. Jimmy drove me out to his two palaces, 
huge, decaying and full of mostly Victor- 
ian junk. The next morning I found him 
weighing bars of gold which were like most 
of his holdings, being confiscated by the 
Government". 

"By train to Ambala and Patiala where I 
viewed and photographed the incredible col- 
lection of orders and medals of the late Mah- 
araja of Patiala which must be worth at least 
a quarter of a million pounds. They occupy 
132 display cases and include 5 Victoria Cros- 
ses and 10 insignia of the Garter. Patiala's 
40 Rolls-Royce have been sold long ago. His 
palace was the largest in the world. Each of 
his 300 wives had six maids. By bus to Nabha 
and stayed with the owner of 1928 20h.p. 
GBM17 who showed me the motor house of 
HH Maharaja of Nabha. 20 cars on blocks, 
an illustrious dove grey Silver Ghost Barker 
tourer ch. no. 2154, 1913 and a 1947 Silver 
Wraith WYA78 Park Ward Limousine. Here 
are also the Swan cars, quite absurd vehicles". 

"Whilst in New Delhi I stayed with a 
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marble millionaire who owns 1933Vl2 Maybach 
which was the personal car of Hitler who pres- 
ented it to the Maharaja of Patiala in 1934. 
Saw a beautiful 1924 Silver Ghost Hooper Cab- 
riolet 133EM just rotting in the garage of the 
Rana of Maudi. In another garage is a 1932 
20/25 Hooper Tourer. There are mauy more." 

"Twelve fine cars left Calcutta recently 
for England. There are a huge number of cars 
out here, but they are rapidly being bought 
up, and people know their value, thanks to 
all the publicity of the two car rallies that 
have been held here recently. " 

"A friend has arranged for me to go and 
see the Maharaja of Bharatpur owner of a 1924 
Twenty polished aluminium tourer by Hooper. 
I have a photo of the car with Prince Phillip 
seated in it with my friend and their Highnes- 
ses of Baratpur and Nabha. Where have all the 
Twenties gone? There are few left out here." 

"After Bharatpur, I go to Gwalior ana 
Dholpur and on to Alwar to see the Ghosts which 
were converted into rubbish trucks by the Mah- 
araja of Alwar. This Prince wanted a special 
Rolls-Royce built and the Company would not 
approve, so he had his six converted into gar- 
bage vans. One was recently seen in Alwar". 


The "Pearl of the East". 


The Queen in 1932 PII 89MW in 1960. 
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1913 Silver Ghost Barker Tourer 2154 of 
Maharaja of Nabha (detail). 
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The same car. Not lovely but well preserved. 
At right is the small Swan Car. 
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1921 Silver Ghost 7JG. Pale purple Windover's 1919 Lanchester Pale Green 8-light Limousine 
Limousine in neglected garages of M. of Dholpur. of Maharaja of Rewa. 


i 
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The Large Swan Car. Edwardian. Used for 1925 PI 45LC. Hooper Tourer at Birko Institute 
festivities of Maharaja of Nabha. of Industry & Technology, Calcultta. 


_— w 


Delightful back of the large Reception room at Palace Manuman Emblem of M. 
Swan Car. of M. of Gwalior. of Baratpur, 


MELBOURNE TO LONDON Mainly by Bus. 

MELBOURNE Adelaide PERTH SINGAPORE Bangkok Hongkong CALCUTTA BENARES Allahabad 
AGRA Ajanta Ellora BOMBAY Jaipur DELHI Amritsar LAHORE Peshawar KABUL Kandahar QUETTA 
Zahadan Kerman Yesd ISAFAN Persepolis TEHERAN BAGHDAD Rutbah Wells Amman Petra 
JESUSALEM DAMASCUS BEIRUT Latakia Adana Goreme Ankara INSTANBUL Alexandropolis 
Salonika Delphi ATHENS Nis Zagreb Venice Innsbruch Heidelberg Brussels LONDON. 
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PATRICK IN THE EAST. 

Patrick and John were to meet in Bombay 
about one month later than the foregoing was 
written. In that month John has written much 
more which we should be able to share later. 
Meanwhile to his fellow wayfarer, Patrick. 
On 19 September at 34,000 tcet in the dark 
over Indonesia: 'Very boring flight, but very 
bumpy at times. Food quite adequate, seem 
to have been eating all day. Due in Singa- 
pore in 24 minutes, but give me a ship any 
day. Went to Markham Museum in Perth; 
had a Danish beer and rushed back to the 
Airport". Patrick left Adelaide just before 
lunch that same day- You couldn't do that 
in a ship sport! 

Next we hear from Hongkong ("Quite 
the most beautiful place I have seen") on 28 
September. Where has Patrick been these 
nine days? Well, he's been in Bangkok and 
visited the Royal Garage at the King of Thai's 
Palace and a swift hydrofoil to Macao. That 
appears to be it. The next letter is from 
Khatmandu, but back to Bangkok first. Pat- 
rick was sold a bit of a pup in the flash unit 
that came with his camera: "Was told it 
took 40 photos on one set of batteries. It 
doesn't. It takes 15 good ones, and another 
5 not so good and perhaps three more". 

The King of Thai's cars: "Today he uses 
mostly an Armstrong -Siddeley Limousine 
(three or four years old) for ordinary jobs and 
a Daimler Landaulette for more "Royal" oc- 
casions (by Hooper Motor Services!). Daim- 
ler perhaps two or three years old. Superb 
PHI Limousine de Ville bv Hoopers (23DL158) 
in immaculate order, but apparently not 
used because Rolls-Royce Lid. say they can't 
supply something. Ghost 1921 108AG 
Hooper Limousine (not enclosed) on blocks. 
Has hole from allied bomb splinter in RH 
upper edge of scuttle. No other Rolls-Royce, 
but a Twenty mascot on a Pierce Arrow of all 
things. Most cars wear superb Royal Crest 
for mascot. Ina list of a dozen other cars we 
may note two 1909's, a Wanderer 2 -seat-in 
tandem (a mess but a delight nevertheless) 
and a Renault Tourer No. 23452. An His- 
pano type H6B No. 11843 4WB 6 cylinders, a 
Mercedes Benz supercharged 7 seater Tourer, 
and a V16 Cadillac." Have you ever seen 
a sixteen cylinder car? 

FROM KATHMANDU. 

Patrick is more relaxed: "Just a quiet 
note from a surprisingly low altitude. Only a 
bit over 4,000 feet. (Just a little higher than 
the top of Kosciusko - Ed.). Kathmandu is 
in a large and very beautiful valley surround- 
ed by small mountains all wooded and ter- 
raced. It is quite a large city: about 400,000 
people who are charming and small, none over 
5'6". Pleasant climate, quite warm by day, 
cool at night; a wonderful change after the 
sticky heat of Singapore, Kualar Lumpur, 
Bangkok, Calcutta and Patna. Hongkong 
wasn't so bad. Calcutta is the fourth lar- 
gest city in the world, I think, and filthy 
run-down to an unbelievable degree since 
the British Raj left. It is depressing beyond 
belief. A German military attache on the 


plane from Hongkong told me that India with- 
out the British is like soup without salt. After 
leaving here I go to Patna, Benares and Kan- 
pur (Cawnpore of old days). John Fasal told 
me there is a man there who has 5 pre-1930 
Rolls-Royce and one might be a 3-cy]. 

Then Bombay. 


TO DELHI. ae 
Patrick, from a train to Delhi, in jiggly writing: 
"Have made a detour to Mysore to see a week-long 
religious festival culminating in a sort 0. Moomba pro- 
cession. Some floats, plenty of marching girls - and 
boys, the three Services including some cavalry, a 
marvellous old silver carriage, elephants, a very hand- 
some Daimler Landsulette (the Maharaja's). He was in 
a howdah on a huge elephant with his son and a little 
old man. His Highness and son are both very fat due 
to some glandular trouble. He is a very good man and 
has done a lot forhis people, and they obviously rever 
him. It really was quite moving to see them acclaim 
him in an attitude of prayer. He is not a god, but he 
is obviously more to them than a king, though of course 
he isn't that now, since he lost his power In company 
with the other Indian Princes in 149". When next we 
hear from Patrick, he has met John, but, before that we 
must hear what John himself has been doing. It is 
what is technically known as plenty! We certainly 
shan't read all of it in this issue! 


JOHN FASAL 

First, a glance at a later letter ".... another 
guest is Harry Patiala, brother of the Maharaja, and 
a delightful chap. He has 28 brothers and 24 sisters 
(what a busy mum!~- Ed).... [am physically ex- 
hausted running around from one garage to another, 
missing lunch, jotting down details, getting pic- 
tures, meeting most people. One thing is certain, 
it will be many months befure I run out of material 
for you from this eighteen month, 100,000 mile 
journey through more than 25 countries. 

Now, from Baratpur: "His Highness the Mahar- 
aja of Baratpur aged 49 was informal ly dressed in 
grey trousers and navy blue shirt. His father died 
in 1929 owned 18 Rolls-Royce. Amongst the present 
collection are:- 1.1925/6 20HP (GSK 15) Windovers 
Cabriolet of polished aluninium, 2. 1931 Phantom II 
(121 GY ) Hooper Limousine in green and black, 3. 
1948 Silver Wraith (W CB 40) James Young D.H. 
Coupe in red and silver, 4. 1946 Silver Wraith (WYA 
7) James Young Sports Saloon in blue, 5. 1948 Mk VI 
Bentley (B 438 CF) Park Ward 2 door D.H. Coupe in 
blue and silver, also a sadly neglected 1923 20HP 
Landaulette. This has been used to provide parts for 
number | above and the coach builders plates and 
chassis number have been removed. All the cars have 
the Hanuman mascot, the "Monkey God" which is 
H.H's family emblem". 

In Gwalior: "I was not able to see the Mahar- 
ajah. He is 23 and is at Oxford but an aide showed 
me the 80 or 90 cars - no Rolls-Royce. The late 
Maharaja who died in 1961 had 3, but they were sold 
long ago. There was a man in town who owned one, 
he said, and left me to find the address. I wandered 
off - a terrible temptation - and walked up the grand 
staircase, and there at the top was a sight I shall 
never forget. A reception room, enormous in all 
dimensions with heavy gold leaf work against the off- 
white background. The floor is covered with the lar- 
gest single piece of carpet in the world. From the 
ceiling hang the two largest chandeliers in the world, 
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of magnificent quality. It is incredible, but they overs Limousine, Michelin "Cable" 895 x 135 
weigh 3 tons each. At the far end of the room are tyres, 3. 1925 Pale Blue Twenty GLK 67, 

two display stands containing: the Military Division Hooper Tourer, cloth upholstery eaten away, 
Knight Grand Cross of the Bath and the Knights Grand 4. 1929 Black Phantom I 26 WR Sedanca de 
Crosses of the Star of India, the Victorian Order and Ville by Hall Lewis & Co. Ltd. All sadly ne- 
of the Order of the British Empire. These are usu- glected, on flat tyres. I got in to see these 
ally returned to the Central Chancery of the Orders 


of Knighthood at St. James's Palace London, but 
these "got away". The value of this colour- 

ful display must be at least £5,000 sterling. 

The collar badge of the Star of India is one 
mass of diamonds surrounding a cameo of 
Queen Victoria." 

"This is an illustrious palace. I went 
back to the ground floor, and by scooter to 
the home of Mr. Shahaji C. Angre where I 
spent the night. He has a Phantom III 3 BU 
82 Hooper Sedanca de Ville which suffers from 
overheating and I have arranged to have sent 
to him the Glover "purge" treatment. He is 
most informative about Rolls-Royce all over 
India and he has put me in touch with many 
more cars. " 

To Dholpur where the Maharaja has twenty 
cars including four Rolls-Royce: 'l. 1920 Pale 
blue §.G. 102PW, Barker Cabriolet with ivory 
steering wheel, 2. 1921 Purple SG 7JG Wind- 


through an introduction from Mr. Bert Ward, 
lately with York Motors of Sydney." 

"When Dholpur became part of Rajasthan, 
they handled over three Silver Ghosts which 
were sold as scrap. According to a pile of books, 
one was a "1911" Limousine no. 1867 (which 
would make it 1912). What a tragedy, gone 
for melting! I found a number of early motor- 
ing books in the rubbish lying on the floor, in- 
cluding a Ghost handbook dated August 1912 for 
chassis 1700 to 2099, stamped State Engineers 
Office, Dholpur, March 3lst 1961 and a Cata- 
logue of Parts dated August 1914 Series 1700- 
2600 inc., 234 pages. I persuaded the aide to 
let me have these. Now I have to find that 
pre-1912 Ghost! " 

"By bus to Agra, then I took a rickshaw 
to the Taj Mahal via the vast Fort. The Taj 
is so beautiful....I hope to see it again on 
October the 18th with Patrick. Then it will 
be full moon." 


AS FY WAS IN THE BEGINNING, 
Three fives of 1388. 


In 1910, there would be seen in the 
streets of Adelaide and its environs, 2 re- 
splendent Landaulette Rolls-Royce and most 
people knew that the gentleman in it was Mr. 
T.E. Barr Smith, perhaps with his son Tom, 
later to be Sir Tom Barr Smith, or his daugh- 
ter, later to become Lady Gosse, or another 
daughter, later to become Lady Hayward. 

In the 1950's there was a rather neat 
Rolls-Royce lorry over on Kangzroo Island. 
(It was a bit too large to be called a utility ). 

In the late 1960 's there is to be seen a 
superb touring tonneau Rolls-Royce which 
often takes its owners, the Laurence Vinall 
family on Sunday drives. 

These are different manifestations of the 
same car: each is Silver Ghost no. 1388. It 
is the purpose of this article to tell something 
of this Trinity - this three-in-onc. 


“Having sampled the questionable joys of 
lesser mukes, (he registered his car on the 
first day of registration and was given SA17), 
Mr. Barr Smith ordered the first of the family's 
Rolls-Royce made cars. This was in 1909, 
and it was a long chassis Silver Ghost, to be 
fitted wrth a body by Messrs. Salman and Sons 
of Newport Pagnall. The chassis went on test 
on 17 August 1910 and was delivered to the 
coachbuilders on 8 December 1910 and they 
fitted the Landaulette body which they had 
been this time a-building. We have on record 
that it weighed 8$cewt. and it was calculated 
to create some envious wonder in the beholder. 

One of the Barr Smith residences was their 
hills home; Wairoa and 1388 was guraged in 
the motor house there for many years. Recent- 
ly another of our members, Lance O'Neil, 
bought the home and discovered a pair of Ghost 
stub axles. Sir Tom was able to recall that, 
soon after the car was delivered, these ar- 
rived with a covering letter which explained 
that a better metal was now available and 
that, accordingly, new axles had been made 
and could they please be fitted immediately. 
This was done, so, if anyone should want a 
pair of stub axles for a 1910 SG, of possibly 
inferior metal....? * 

Mr. Barr Smith and some of his children 
acquired various Rolls-Royce (or, later, 
Bentley ) cars which they used and in time, 
disposed of, but the Landaulette remained in 
the motor house at one or other of the resi- 
dences, and it seemed this would always be. 
His grandson, Jim Gosse was able to use it 
for the early veteran rallies and 2 film 
exists, in Laurie's possession, showing it in 
the’ 1935 run to Glenelg (33 years ago mark 
you). It moves with great dignity: it is 
still a Landaulette, and carries a crate of 
beer on its roof. The driver, Jimmie's face 
is wreatehed, as always, in smiles. He al- 
ways felt it reasonable to hope that, one day, 
grandpa would let him have it, but it was 


* This is writer's license. Really, nothing 
would persuade Laurie to part with them. 


sold so Jimmic’s smile has been tinged with 
sadness since. It was still at Wairoa in 1947. 
Two house painters told Laurie they had sat 
comfortably in the back to have their lunches 
while brightening up the place for Lady Gosse 
who lived there then. How did the matter 
come up? They were brightening up Laurie's 
place and were looking for somewhere to have 
their lunch. 


The man who bought it plinned to use 
the engine in a yacht (Talking point: of course 
! like to have. everything the best, so I fitted 
a Rolls-Royce auxiliary engine). Fortunately 
some one explained what salt water would do 
to all that copper and aluminium, and it 
passed to a family called Angas, of Angaston, 
north of Adelaide as the complete Landaulette. 

This was about 1950, when there was not 
yet any interest in such a car as a collector's 
piece, so the worst happened and this elegant 
vehicle had its body hacked off. With only 
the front seat remaining, it was sent out to the 
paddocks as a farm hack. Then, to be more 
generally useful, it was made into a small 
lorry with disc wheels, actually not a bad ex- 
ample of its kind. 

A man employed by thé Angas people 
bought it and went off to Kangaroo Island where 
he used to travel to and from and on his farm at 
Parndurna. At this point, nothing remained of 
the Landaulette, but the chassis was virtually 
complete, with its oil tank, bonnet, shock ab- 
sorbers und fuel pressure pumps .- the nice things 
that are usually missing. The headlamps which 
had been acetylene had been replaced by elec- 
trics and the trembler coil had been sacrificed 
to modem efficiency. The original wooden 
spokes had becn sawn off at the hubs and the 
discs had been fitted to the outside flanges. 
This did not make steering it a pleasure (it 
is a pleasure to steer a well-shod veteran 
Ghost, you know). It was still driveable when 
Laurie Vinall bought it in 1958, indeed, it ran 
very well. It had lost its bonnct and oil tank, 

a matter which will still make Laurie wax 
eloquent. ; 


S.G. 1388 as it was in the beginning, 
pictured against the walls of "Wairoa". 


Bop 


1911 Silver Ghost owned by Laurence Vinall Esq 


He had discovered it some time before, 
but in accord with the veteran collectors’ 
dictum, "Never seem Keen", he had been 
letting the grass grow under his feet, but keep- 
ing his ear close to the ground - until, one day 
it appeared that his priority was about to be 
violated: somebody was "on" to it, so 
Laurence took off instantly with his bag of 
gold and paid over a little more than he had 
hoped would be necessary. Ina rather unu- 
sual transaction, Laurie bought the man a fish- 
ing cutter. Next year was the Jubilee Rally 
of the S.A. Veteran Section and he drove it 
to show the people how one looks "as found". 
They had already seen how one looks "as 
restored" when Gavin Sandford-Morgan 
showed how with 1425 which has since passed 
into to care and custody of Reg Hunt. 

It was two years before restoration be- 
gan, and it was six years altogether before 
it was finished. Why so long? This is very 
largely explained by Laurie's (and his family's) 
insistence on being absolutely correct and the 
research necessary to ensure this. He has a 
very large collection of old motor magazines 
books and newspapers and these are diligently 
searched to establish precedents for every 
detail. This takes time, especially when 
you are led up numberless interesting by- 
ways and you come across all sorts of inter- 
esting details about the fifty or so other cars 
that you or your friends are restoring. Then, 
too, one must search for the actual piece 
that was missing - comb Angaston, scrape 
Parndana, rummage at Birksgate and Wairoa. 
Failing there, one must try to find a part of 
another 1910, preferably off 1387 or 1389. If 
this can't be got, then off another Ghost, 
any year, so long as the part number is the 
same, which means it is identical. Then and 
only then can you contemplate making a re- 
plica. So far as one can quickly recall, the 
only replica parts on this restoration are the 
silencer boxes and a lamp reflector. But it 
takes time, especially that part with the 
books. 


The actual work of restoration is in- 
credibly time-consuming, if you gently 
remove each piece of dirt , grease, tarnish, 
corrosion or old enamel! with the sort of 
loving care that museum curators employ 
on Old Master paintings. It is terribly im- 
portant, you sec, to leave the original 
marks of file scraper and chisel on the 
castings and forgings: how do you know 
they were not put there by Royce him- 
self. You and I may not restore like that 
but Laurie Vinall does. The consequence - 
if you want to see what a Rolls-Royce car 
looked like when it left the works in Derby 
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in 1910 - if you want to see how you should 
have restored your car, then this is the car 
to examine, and that is why it can be con- 
fidently said that this is the car by which all 
future restorations may be judged. 


S.G. 1388 as a neat farm lorry. 


S.G. 1388 with its happy owner by the 
gate-house at "Wairoa". 


Of course, if you are sure that a scratch 
or dent was acquired after Dec. 1910, then 
you remove it with infinite pains. This is 
why a radiator can keep you busy for many 
days, or any other of the german silver close- 
plated parts. 

For the record, here is a list of the main 
me chanical work done. Everything was taken 
apart cleaned and examined (of course). Back 
axle pinion adjusted. Gear box found sound. 
Tailshaft straightened and worn universals 
fixed. Engine - oi] ways cleaned, valves 
ground (two replaced), valve guides and cam 
roller pins: wear eliminated; bores honed - 
original cast iron pistons used with new gud- 
geons; original main and big end bearings 
scraped and refitted; some minor bearings 
and suspension jgints replaced; wear elmina- 
ted in control linkages; some repairs to radi- 
ator core and new german silver side plates; 
great care to crect and adjust chassis to Royce 
standards by Laurie and his sons, David and 
John and Mr. €.D. Sweet, a retired motor 
engineer and lifelong friend who spent very 
many hours on the mechanical work. 


Once the chassis was re-erected, one 
felt it was a shame to put a body on it.... 
to cover up all those nice, painstakingly re- 
stored goodies. However, now the body design 
committee began in eamest. They had been 
at it more or less continuously since the car 
was bought which means that Laurie and Kath 
and the two boys had discussed interminably 
the question of "what kind of body" and the 
looking at the books would be punctuated with 
"What do you think of this one Dad?" to meet 
with the answer "Where would you find a body 
like that in any one's shed?". Because Rule 
Two had to be observed - no replica while an 
original might one day be obtained - and Laurie 
had the pieces of an original tulip-seat ton- 
neau body. He also knew where there was an 
ex-Vice Regal Limousine body (still with the 
G.G.'s crest on the doors) laying in a shed in 
Melboume, but whose owner wouldn't part 
with it. 

The decision was made. It would be a 
Tulip tonneau touring car. But which of the 
various Vinall tulip seats would be used? 
Remember, Laurie has been actively collect- 
ing parts and bodies and chassis and complete 
cars since about 1930. Each was stood on the 
chassis in turn, front and rear, mud guard 
shapes and doors were mocked up and placed 
and altered and placed and remade and placed 
until the design committee agreed that here 
was a body as near the chosen design as pos- 
sible, this being a Barker body in the Rolls- 
Royce catalogue of 1910. 


But if anyone ever comes along with a 
Messrs. Salman & Son Landaulette of 1910... 

Making the fair assumption that no one 
will, the design committee finalised all the 
details and had the body completed, which 
is something any one handy with money can 
do, provided he knows who can make each 
piece or paint it or whatever, provided you 
watch over him every second of the way and 
show him exactly what to do every time he 
goes wrong. The result is a very beautiful 
body with many delightful details and we 
hope to see more of it in our next issue. 


, 


Does anyone know the origins of the 
"Tulip" body? It seems to have appeared 
about 1905 and disappeared again by 1910. 

It is quite the most perfect shape of seat and 
must have been the most expensive to make 
as its compound curves are very deep and 
have been beaten out of a single piece of 


aluminium. It looks superb and gives a 
superbly comfortable ride. A restorer who 
has such seats in stock is fantastically for- 
tunate. However would you go about making 
one these days? 


S.G. BONNET SUPPORTS Eric R. Rainsford. 


Recently, Eric Rainsford has restored no less 
than three "plate-dash" veteran Ghosts. These 
are the ones where there is no scuttle and the 
bonnet comes straight out from a 44"x22" rec- 
tangle of aluminium. Eric says, "After two 
attempts by various methods, I finally evolved 
a fairly simplefmethod". The appearance is 
the same. 


Plate dash and bonnet support from the front. 
Support is held to dash by forty screws. 


It is a bracket with a quadrant bracing-piece. 
The left, right Rainsford's . 
Royce's method; Tack 
Tack ’ Tack 


Tack 


Cut top curved flat piece & screw to plate. 
Cut side flat pieces & screw to plate: mitres. 


wa i 
. eux side siglesad > Se 


tack with silver solder. ~f 


Anneal & form top angle piece, 
Tack with silver solder. \ 


! Anneal & form top $-round 
| Tack with silver solder. 
| 
t 


| Cut side 4. rounds and 
tack with silver solder. 


Cut 1"x 1"x 1/16" brass 
y n angle to 1"x 3/8"x 1/16". 
16 
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After all pieces are tacked 
in place, tofinish, flow 
lead solder into joints, a 
few hours cleaning up with 
a file and emery, and a 
few moments on the polish- 
ing wheel 


and it's done. 


ROLLS-ROYCE PARTS INDEX BOOKS. 

In this issue, we have an "advertisement" for the Rolls-Royce Illustrated Index of Parts Books. The 
production of these books and the sale of a very considerable nun.ber of them make such an interest- 
ing story that we have obtained some of the details from the man best able to give them - Fred 
Robinson. 

Fred is very well known to the Victoria Branch members as he is to members from other States 
who have attended our National Rallies. He has been very active at these Rallies and the associated 
Federal Council! Meetings. He has held the offices of Federal President and President of the Victoria 
Branch, and he has been joint-editor of this Magazine. When he is not working for this Club, he is 
a solicitor in practice in Melbourne. 

It was when he was Victoria President that he began this project and he has been the mainspring 
of activity throughout. Nevertheless, it has always had the approval and backing of the Committee 


of the Branch. For this, they deserve our thanks. 


It really began when he bought Silver Ghost 


2320E, which he restored and later sold to 
Lance O'Neil of South Australia and which is 
now in Victoria again owned by Alan Bathurst. 
Characteristically, he wanted to find out all 
about it and he sought out those who had ac- 
cumulated a lot of knowledge and experience 
over the years. From them he discovered the 
existence of the rare and valuable Rolls-Royce 
Parts Index Books with illustrations of all Silver 
Ghost parts: and it happened that a complete 
set existed in Victoria. 

These were a great help to him and as all 
who know Fred would expect, he wished to 
share the knowledge opened up to him with the 
other members of the Club, and indeed with all 
the world. 

He will now take over the story .... 


«+--+ In 1960, the Committee of the Victoria 
Branch of the Rolls-Royce Owner's Club deci- 
ded on the project of copying these books as 
being a desirable activity, one of the objects 
listed in the Constitution of the Club being "to 
collect and disseminate as widely as possi’ le 
information relative to Rolls-Royce production". 

We were fortunate to obtain on loan from 
Bob Hollingshead, formerly of Kellow- 
Falkiner's, and Jack Scott, workshop manager 
of Ford & Peete during the 1920's, a number of 
earlier illustrated parts index books. Then by 
courtesy of Ross Shepherd, Managing Director 
of Kellow-Falkiner Pty. Ltd., we borrowed the 
remaining volumes, so that we had a full set of 
the seven Silver Ghost books and one each for 
the 20hp, Phantom I and Phantom II which 
were the only illustrated parts books published 
by Rolls-Royce Ltd. for pre-1940 models. 

The Committee thought that it would be 
of great benefit to members throughout Austra- 
lia if we could have these books copied. It 
was quite clear, also that we would have to 
sell some of them overseas in order to make 
it a payable proposition. A letter was writ- 
ten to Rolls-Royce Ltd. asking their permis- 
sion to copy any of their books published be- 
fore 1940 and this was freely given. 

While investigating the different varie- 
ties of copying we found Mr. P.G. Dixon, who 
not only gave us a lot of information, but who 
promised to organise the whole of the copying 
job. It was done at home, mainly by his 
wife in her spare time while looking after 
six children. "Dick" copied all the books 
on to Agfa Copyrapid transparencies and he 
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purchased a small dyeline printing machine 
from which the pages were printed on to 
dyeline paper. 

One of his friends is a bookbinder and he 


arranged for the books to be expertly bound and 
the lettering to be gold-blocked. The book- 
binding part is important because unlike a book 
which is folded and stitched from larger sheets, 
the leaves of these books are all separate and 
must be stitched together by a large machine 
in the binding process. 

The selection of colours from a fairly 
limited range of bookbinding fabrics was 
designed to keep as closely as possible to 
the original R-R Ltd. colours. 

When the time came to obtain orders 
from prospective purchasers, circulars were 
sent to all Silver Ghost owners listed in the reg- 
ister of the RROC of U.S.A., in addition to 
our Australian members and notices were pub- 
lished in Club magazines through out the world. 

After a slow start, the scheme was finally 
successful and during the last seven years books 
have been sent to R-R owners all over the 
world. Some were urgently required and sent 
airmail at a cost of up to $10.00 each. At one 
stage, when insufficient orders were coming 
through to defray the initia] cost of the trans- 
parencies, it looked as if the Club would incur 
a substantial loss and it was decided to defer 
production of the last two Silver Ghost books. 

However, two very anxious $.G. owners 
in the United States, Max Goldstein of Mas- 
sachusets and Charles L. Graves of New 
Orleans were so anxious for their books that 
they agreed to put up the necessary money. 
This helped us over our problem and two years 
later, they were rather surprised to have their 
investment retumed to them when the quota had 
been sold. 

The work in connection with these books 
has involved much correspondence and ac- 
counts and wrapping of parcels. The task has 
been shared at various times between Fred Rob- 
inson, David Owen and Richard Knight. The 
work has been rewarding and many letters 
have been received from Rolls-Royce owners 
all over the world who were delighted with the 
books and with the assistance they obtained 
from them. 

In all 318 books have been delivered, 
most of them posted overseas. Four or five 
enthusiasts have bought all the Silver Ghosts 
books at a cost of some $98.00 per set and 
several notables, including Mr. Judson L. 


Ihrig who lives in the mountains above Hono- 
lulu and Cecil J. Bendall of Hitchin, U.K., 
have bought all ten. 


FOR SALE 

ROLLS -ROYCE ILLUSTRA TED INDEX OF 
PARTS 

Index Books for all Silver Ghost, Twenty 
horse-power, Phantom I and Phantom II cars 
can be ordered for delivery in two to three 
months. Orders should be addressed to 

F.M. Robinson, 44C Collins Street, Melbourne, 
3000, Australia, with cheque payable to The 
Rolls-Royce Owner's Club. 

The prices set out below are based on ac- 
tual cost including postage and are a fraction 
of the prices for commercial copying. 

SILVER GHOST 


Year Series Pages Prica$) 
1901 before 1100 E27. 14.00 
1909-10 11060-1300 179 14.00 
1910-11 1400-1600 183 14.00 
1911-13 1700-2600 232 16.00 
1913-15 A toH 252 16.00 
1919-21 J-P w.1925 Supp. 228 16.C0 
1922-24 R-U incl. 4W.B. 234 16.00 
TWENTY HORSEPOWER 

1922-24 AtoD 2C1 14.00 
1922-24 A toK 321 20.00 
with 1928 

Suppl. 

PHANTOM I V,W, and K 238 16.00 
PHANTOM II J2,K2,L2,M2 178 15.00 
DISCOUNT, WHEN NOT POSTED $1.00 


These illustrated books have pages 10"x7" and 
are of great assistance in identifying parts, 
providing exact measurements and verifying 
whether parts from one model will fit another, 
also for dating various modifications. There 


are no other parts books published by Rolls- 
Royce Ltd; these are facsimiles of originals 
which have long been out of print. 


FROM EARLY TO LATE THE STORY OF 3 
DEX 2C2. 
PART TWO by JOHN GRIFFITHS. 
This Phantom III has a close-coupled saloon 
body by Park Ward. As this was made in 
1935, it invites comparison with the bodies 
that had been built on Phantom II's. If it can 
be said that its style falls short of the best of 
these, what, then, can be said in its favour? 
1935, in a way, was a time of reaction against 
the very long bonnets which had found their 
finest expression on the Phantom II, and there 
may have been sound reasons for this. A 
Rolls-Royce designer has explained that there 
is an unpleasant "squashiness" about a car when 
the driver sits a long way back from the front 
wheels, an effect which increases as the 
square of the distance. 

It was also a time of some fabulous twelve 
cylinder cars. They were a challenge which 
the Company accepted; after all, were they 
not entitled to consider their own experience in 
twelve-cylinder engines unequalled? The 
vee-type motor had special advantages for the 
car planned to carry specialist coach-work. 

As they expressed it, "It is short and a greater 
space in the chassis can be used for mounting 
body work". They added to this space by mov- 
ing the radiator forward about six inches, a 
change which did not commend itself to one 
authority on body design, George A. Oliver, 
who says in his "History of Coachbuilding" 
(Cassell 1962), that when Rolls-Royce followed 
the current rend by moving the radiator forward 
(on the Phantom III in 1935) the change gave 
body designers plenty of problems to solve in 
balancing the appearance of the complete car. 
He says that while one or two of these cars 

still look impressive, they do not have the 
timeless quality possessed by many Phantom II 
models, outstandingly, the Owen sedanca made 
by Gurney Nutting. 

I think the difficulty arises from the width 
and shortness of the bonnet as well as the for- 
ward placing of the radiator, and it has always 
seemed to me that, a few more inches on the 
scuttle would work wonders. _In addition 
many designers placed inordinately long bod- 
ies on this rather short chassis, so that Phantom 
III's often suffer more from extending too far 
to the rear, than from beginning too far forward. 

The Park Ward body on 3 DEX 202 neatly 
avoids this fault by having a very close-coupled 
body. The rear seat is set so close to the front 
seats that it has floor wells to permit the pas- 
sengers' feet to project under the front seats. 
This close-coupled arrangement was probably 
first used on a Rolls-Royce only five years ear- 
lier than H.I.F. Evernden designed the original 
Phantom II Continental for Sir Henry Royce 
himself. 


Looked at inside elevation the body looks 
strangely advanced for 1935, when Phantom 
II's were almost invariably rigidly horizontal, 
with its sweeping window line accentuated by 
the plated flash. This line seems to nicely 
complement the rising bonnet line. Perhaps 
the line of the boot is too high? Even so, the 
interior of the boot is not large. It is pleas- 
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antly proportioned car which never looks too 
large, and seems to carry in its lines the re- 
straint without which a car cannot be con- 
sidered elegant. 


BODY FITTINGS. 

The body fittings are very much what one 
would expect for a test car. There is an unu- 
sual lightness of construction which is evident 
in the doors and sunroof, and consequently, 
very light rear springs are fitted. There are 
two spare tyres and tools are conveniently lo- 
cated in a drawer under the back seat and a 
tray in the roof of the boot. Hinged doors 
provide easy access to battery, rear axle, 
petrol tank gauge unit and dampers. 


Bucket front seats. 


By comparison with most Rolls-Royce cars 
the rear passengers are very poorly provided for 
indeed. There is not a trace of a table, a van- 
ity fitting, or lighter. The sole concessions to 
comfort are a small ash tray and a small roof 
light on each side, the frosted rectangular 

glass of each light being set into the lining 
without even a frame. The driver and front 
seat passenger however sit in comfortable buck- 
et seats giving excellent support (if a little up- 
rightly) and can adjust their positions by mov~ 
ing easily adjustable stops. A quick-release 
catch enables each seat to be moved back 
without disturbing the setting of the stop, and 
to be recoupled automatically by sliding the 
seat forward again. Very nice roller-blind 


sunvisers are fitted and the driver can also op- 
erate a blind on the rear window. There is a 
sun roof, of course, and the windscreen can 
be opened. An unusual feature is the provi- 
sion of a form of quarter light; after fully 
raising either of the front windows, further 
winding causes the glass to move rearwards, 
giving a gap along the leading edge an 

inch or so wide. This system was used on 
the pre-war Austin Norfolk, and no doubt, 
on other cars also. The usual scuttle vent 
completes the more than adequate provision 
for ventilation. 


ENGINE AND GEARBOX 

As with the axe which has two new heads 
and three new handles, it is a little hard to 
say when 3 DEX 202 was made. Very little 
seems to remain of the 1935 car except, pre- 
sumably, the body. The only notable items 
are the engine crankcase which carries a small 
plate engraved "Phantom III UNIT NO 13" 
(although the engine also bears the convention- 
al number J 640), and the oil filler which has 
the hinged-type cap visible in some photo- 
graphs and drawings of prototype engines. On 
the other hand, practically all the features of 
the late cars are present - 5-bladed fan, 4- 
port cylinder heads with solid tappets, modified 
rear axle assembly, and, of course, the over- 
drive gearbox. The last item is worthy of 
special comment as probably only nine or ten 
were installed before World War II brought the 
production of Phantom III's to a standstill. 

Approximately 22 cars were produced 
after the introduction of the overdrive gear- 
box, namely 3DL 172 to 3 DL 200, omitting 
odd numbers, and 3 DH 1 to 3DH 11, omitting 
even numbers, but it appears that no all these 
were so fitted, owing to the fears of owners 
and, more likely, of lazy chauffeurs that the 
cars would have a poor top gear performance, 
as was thought to have spoiled the MR series 
Bentley. It is known that the overdrive gear- 
box was fitted to:- 3 BT 65, 3 DL 172, 3DL 
174, 3 DL 190, 3 DEX 202 and 3 DH 9. 

The overdrive gearbox was introduced, 
apparently, to prevent the destruction of the 
engines by long periods of very high speed 
running to which they were being subjected as 
a result of greatly improved continental roads. 
It is quite surprising, in fact, how strained the 
engine sounds in direct gear, after cruising 
for a time at, say, 70 miles per hour in over- 
drive. However, with direct drive on third 
gear, only three ratios are available for nor~ 


mal town driving, with the inevitable result 
that they are further apart. It is the opinion 
of Mr. Haynes at Hythe Road that the engines 
are quite flexible enough to cope with the 
situation, though I feel the gap between first 
(the normal starting gear) and second is un- 
pleasantly large. In my opinion a clear case 
of second best. Sir Henry would have insis- 
ted on a five-speed gearbox. 


"EX" PHANTOM III'S 

Just how many experimental Phantom III 
cars were sold by the Company is uncertain. 
It would seem that the prototype cars were 
given "EX" series numbers: these cars were 
notable for rocker covers retained by knurled 
caps as on earlier Phantoms, and particularly 
for the use of four carburretors surmounted by 
a large cylindrical air cleaner. No one I have 
asked has seen one of these cars, though there 
are many photographs of them in articles an- 
nouncing the Phantom III in 1935. Bird and 
Hollows reproduce a photograph of NO 37EK 
in their book "The Rolls-Royce Motor Car" 
and Kenneth Ullyett in "The Book of the 
Phantoms" says that one of these cars is now 
in private ownership. Certainly there are at 
least four modified experimental cars still in 
existence - two "AEX" series cars in the USA, 
one "AEX" partially dismantled by Adams and 
Oliver in England, and 3 DEX 202. Presum- 
ably AEX cars conform basically to the "A" 
series specification, just as 3 DEX 202 does 
to the "D" series. The Phantom III series, of 
course, run AZ, AX; BU, BT; CP, CM; DL, 
DH; experimental cars being designated by 
"EX" following the main series letter. 

There is something special about owning 
an experimental car. This one had been in 
the hands of the Experimental Department 
('that holy-of-holies') for all the five years 
that the model was current. In a sense, it had 
been on test all that time, travelling untold 
mileages whilst it and a succession of newly 
designed components were brought as close to 
perfection as possible - or discarded. Then at 
the end ot was taken all to pieces and checked 
so that all parts which were in the least worn 
could be replaced with new. Then, when it 
was re-erected, all modifications which had 
proved successful were fitted permanently in 
place. Then it went on test just once more, 


for itself alone, to prove that it was perfect 
and fit to be sold - a D series Phantom III 
dated 1935 - and it is still wearing its 1935 
Experimental Department body. 


ROLLS-ROYCE ‘B’ SERIES 
PETROL COMMERCIAL ENGINES 

by Fred Robinson. 
The Silver Shadow and the 'T' Series Bentley 
having been successfully launched on the Aus- 
tralian market, our good friend, Jack Vidler 
of Rolls-Royce of Australia Pty. Ltd. is con- 
centrating on commercial engines. 


In England, I was told of straight-eight- 
engines being successfully installed in Phantom 
III's to replace their original V12's. The 
motors, very similar to the P.IV gave excel- 
lent performance. Two versions are available, 
the B81 and the higher powered B81/SV. Both 
are 33" bore and 43" stroke - 6522cc. They 
supersede the B80 engine of 4" smaller bore - 
5760cc. Mr. Vidler tells me that the approxi- 
mate Australian prices are $3590 for the B81 
and $3765 for the B81/SV. 


There are two six-cylinder verions, B60 
of 4260cc. and B61 of 4887cc. These cor- 
respond to Dawn and Cloud I motors. There 
is also a 4 cylinder 2835cc which is used in 
the Champ an Austin military vehicle. These 
Champs become available from Disposals and 
would make excellent 4-wheel drives for the 
country, provided that they had done a moder- 
ate mileage and not the quarter of a million 
that some have done. 


The larger motors have been used in the 
following:- Alvis Stalwart amphibious car- 
riers, Sentinel aircraft tugs, Alvis and Thorney- 
croft airfield crash tenders, Dennis fire engines, 
Harrington tourist coaches, E.R.F. fuel tank- 
ers, and various Alvis, Daimler and Leyland 
tanks, armoured cars and military trucks. The 
R-R pamphlet on these motors says they can be 
supplied in a form capable of being operated 
six feet under water just by being fitted with 
a long air intake pipe. 


Leighton West adds... 

....it may be interesting to note that the 
Vanwall engine which broke the European 
strangle hold on GP racing (1954) was a 'B' 
series R-R industrial engine which had been 
somewhat operated on. Tony Vanderwell, 
noted as the maker of the thin wall bearings 
decided that Mercedes and Ferrari had mono- 
polised this field for too long. He also hap- 
pened to be Chairman of "Nortons'", the 
motorbike concem who for many years had 
been all-conquering. 

To start developing a crankcase and bot- 
tom end would have taken years, so he took a 
'B' series 4cyl. engine, machined off the 
cylinders and replaced them with a block of 
four cylinders of Norton design - but water 
cooled. The Rolls-Royce crankshaft, con- 
necting rods and gudgeon pins as well as the 
crankcase were used. Later the crankcase 
was cast in aluminium instead of iron, with 
suitable "mods". 

Vanwall cars immediately began troun- 
cing the enemy under the able driving of 
Stirling Moss. 
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FROM A MR. BARRATT.... 

Fred Robinson has relayed the following en- 
quiry from Mr. G.R. Barratt, 323A Richmond 
Road, Kingston-upon-Thames, Surrey, 
England, who is writing a biography of the 
late Harry G. Hawker, the aircraft manufac- 
turer who was responsible for the Merlin en- 
gined Hurricane which was eventually super- 
seded by the Spitfire, but which, nevertheless 
made a major contribution to winning the 
Battle for Britain. 

Mr. Barratt wishes to trace the early his- 
tory of 1908 Silver Ghost No. 60757 which 
was owned by E.R. de'Little of Carramut, 
Vic. Harry Hawker was his chauffeur and "a 
wonderful mechanic" in the early days of 
motoring and Mr. de'Little assisted him to 
go to England to take up flying. It seems 
that 60757 (or was it 60747?) was traded in 
at Kellow-Falkiner's and was later owned by 
J.T. Rainbow in N.S.W. In August 1922 it 
was bought by H. Isaacs of Sydney, who sold 
it to R.L. Currie in December 1926, accord- 
ing to Mr. Barratt's researches. 

The enquiry is: Does anyone know what 
has happened to this car at any stage of its 
life, especially after 1926? 


Answers to:- 
F.M. Robinson, 440 Collins St. , 
Melbourne, 3000. Victoria. 


COOKE STREET, MANCHESTER. 

The following is an extract from one of 
Mr. Barratt's letters: "The only time I saw 
the original works in Cooke Street, Hulme, 
Manchester was in September 1964, just as 
the wreckers were about to demolish the place 
in a vast slum clearance programme. Large 
blocks of flats are now being erected in the 
area and there is a new street named Royce 
Court. As you may know, the Hon. C.S. 
Rolls and Mr. F.H. Royce were first intro- 
duced at the Midland Hotel, St. Peters Square 
near the centre of Manchester". 


To sketch in a little background to Mr. 
Barratt's remarks, we may add the following 
from Rolls-Royce sources: in the last years, 
the Cooke Street factory had been a pottery 
warehouse. Its history began in 1884 when 
21 year old F.H. Royce and his partner 
Ernest Claremont set up in business there 
and lived in a room over the workshop. The 
company was F.H. Royce & Co. and they 
made lampholders and filaments for lamps. 
Then they made a household electric bell 
followed by the Royce dynamo. 


After 10 years it became F.H. Royce 
& Co. Ltd. - Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineers and Manufacturers, Dynamos, 
Motors and Kindred Articles. Ten more 
years and the first Royce car was made. In 
1906, Rolls-Royce was formed. The Rolls- 
Royce car was made at Manchester until the 
Derby works were built in 1908. Cooke 
Street was sold in 1910. F.H. Royce Ltd. 
continued independent existence making 
mechanical and electrical items, until Sir 
Henry Royce's death, 22 April 1933. 


Lord Hives Coat of Arms 


"Dear Friends" so began the farewell 
message of Lord Hives. No one ever had a 
better right to use the words. Tens of thou- 
sands of Rolls-Royce people gave their love 
to Lord Hives. They respected him, but 
they loved him too. 


THE LATE LORD HIVES 


He was with Rolls before Rolls met 
Royce. He leit Rolls and went to Napiers, 
then joined Rolls-Royce as a test driver. 
He began with the advantages of having been 
an engineer-apprentice, then an improver- 
fitter under Rolls, but it is remarkable how 
far he went from this beginning. He proved 
to be outstanding, a driver of consummate 
skill. Apart from this test duties, he drove 
the London-to-Edinburgh car, he drove a 
Ghost at Brooklands at 101.8 mph in 1911, 
and in 1913 he drove in the Alpine Trial of 
immortal memory. 

Even so, it is astonishing how far he 
went. 

Next posting was to the Experimental 
Department (he was to be manager for 20 
years, later on) and here he was in constant 
close touch with Royce. He had to try to 
prove R's designs to be inadequate, in cars, 
and later, in aero engines. He absorbed 
Royce's ideals and applied them with his 
own personal qualities, his special brand of 
commonsense, an ability to drive himself 
and others beyond ordinary human limits 
when this became necessary, and an almost 
intuitive grasp of complex engineering prob- 
lems that won for him the deep respect of 
men of the highest academic training. 

He learnt a great deal in his years with 
the Experimental Department, and in the 
first world war. It was in the second world 
war that his chance came to see these les- 
sons applied, particularly that the mistakes 
and muddle of the first war were not re- 
peated in the second. In fact, he re-organ- 
ised Rolls-Royce between 1936 and 1939 - 
he was by then General Works Manager - to 
make sure that when war began Merlin 
engines would pour from the works in ever 
increasing numbers: from 2000 of four 
types in 1938 to 18,000 of 29 types in 
1944. At one time Beaverbrook sent him 
"a certificate of character and reputation 


without precedent or equal", in the form 
of an open Government credit for a mil- 
lion pounds sterling to increase the rate 


of Merlin production. For his war work he 


was created Baron Hives though this honour 
occurred rather later, in 1950. He had been 
made MBE in 1920 (remember Royce only 
received an OBE for the first war effort). 
Hives was made a Companion of Honour in 
1943 . This was a very high honour indeed. 

He was behind all the development of 
aero-jet engines, and in the years before 
his retirement in 1957 he was the architect 
of the very great extension of Rolls-Royce 
into the many directions it now takes. 

It is said that a serious stroke reduced 
him to a sort of mental twilight for a con- 
siderable time before his death in 1965. Let 
us read from two of the tributes paid to him 
after he died. 

Sir Denning Pearson, Chief Executive 
of the Company said (in part): 

"Very many of us are what we are be-~ 
cause of Hs. He created the opportunities 
and gave us the chance to exptoit them. 

He was an outstanding leader, a past 
master at giving instructions in unmistakable 
terms, but at the same time leaving his sub- 
ordinates to get on with the job. He was 
good natured at meetings, but mistakes were 
ruthlessly uncovered. The unforgivable sin 
was to do nothing. He was essentially a man 
of action and he admired action in others. 

He had an amazing knack of reducing 
all problems to essentials. His memory will 
live on, not only for his great achievements, 
but in the hearts of all who worked for him". 

At his burial, the Bishop of Derby said, 
again in part: 

"Lord Hives as manager received, 
strengthened and passed on a fine tradition 
of consideration for those who work in the 
firm. 

An industry needs the partnership of 
those who work with skill of hand. The eye 
cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of 
thee, nor again the head to the feet, I have 
no need of thee. 

Rolls-Royce has been fortunate in its 
leadership and not least in its former chair- 
man of whom it may certainly be said. 'If 
you are a leader exert yourself to lead.’ In 
his lifetime using the great gifts allotted to 
him by God's grace, he did indeed exert 
himself to lead: May he now rest in peace". 


Lord Hives 
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GUENEVER & JUDITH 

fr ts one of the pleasures of editing to 
write many letters - seeking articles or 
photographs, or permission to re-print. In 
this way friendships can be made - or lost! 

One day Graeme Soderland suggested 
that one of the New South Wales Members 
Miss Judith Bisley might be able to help 
with photographs "as she has a remarkable 
collection". Good as she was promised to 
be, she was soon sending over pictures and 
articles too, many of which will appear in 
these pages, sooner or later. From her 
various letters one gets the feeling that here 
is a friend, unseen, but not unknown. 

Towards the end of a fairly long, help- 
ful letter on 20 September 1967, she wrote, 
"Iam so glad the articles have been of use 
to you, and I am in no particular hurry for 
their return so please do not worry about 
them". Bless her kind heart! 

She goes on, "At the moment I am 
feeling sad and sorry for myself. I joined 
the Rolls-Royce Owners' Club as an As- 
sociate because [ had no car. Last month, 
at the Meeting, I was told about a 1928 2HP 
which another Club Member had for sale . I 
went to see it, fell in love with it, and took 
delivery of it last Saturday week. Last 
Sunday I took some friends for a drive to a 
picnic spot about two miles from home. On 
the way back it blew a lot of smoke into the 
cabin, which we thought to be due to a leaky 
exhaust, so I pulled up and got out. Aftera 
few minutes, I went to ring my family and 
when I returned the car was ablaze". 

"The body was completely destroyed 
but the engine seems to be alright, so there 
is hope, but it has been a bitter disappoint- 
ment to me. I thought I had achieved my 
only real ambition in life, but I am very for- 
tunate I was not in the car when it bumt, nor 
were my friends. But enough of my troubles. 
Do you own a car. If so what model is it? " 

Graeme Soderland describes the car as 
he saw it soon after the fire had been put 
out, "Little was left to identify it with the 
little car of an hour before. The instru- 
ments were melted beyond recognition, 
the timbers charred into small pieces of 
charcoal, the steering wheel burt away, 
the gear lever handbrake and steering col- 
umn minus their plating, the tyres bunt 
off. As for the firewall, I have in front 
of me at the moment a piece of alloy the 
size of a twenty cent piece, which is all 
that we could find. ... The remains are 
a heartbreaking sight. A great tragedy to 
have this happen, to one's first car. I 
remembered when she first bought it - the 
look of sheer rapture on Judith's face". 

Since then Judith has supplied some 
further details of the car and her atrocious 
misfortune. 

Some years ago the car had been seen on a 
Palm Beach Rally in charge of a man wear- 
ing a pith helmet, knee boots and breeches 
and a thoroughly gnarled smoking-pipe, the 
ensemble being remarkable enough to attract 
the attention of a press photographer who 
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treated the readers of one of Sydney's Dailies 
to a somewhat strange picture next morning. 
It is heard of again when George Sevenoaks 
sold it to George Shaw who subsequently sold 
it to Gary Newton Smith. ft then began to 
be seen about frequently and cyvamination 
disclosed it to be chassis no. GBMS5 engine 
no. U91 The body was by Propert of New ~ 
Ug NS eS a! Vico put on in 1934. It arrived in 
Sydney in 1930 from France where it had 
lived since new (without a body....?) In 
France, it was fitted with a "Goshawk" plate 
(which survived the fire) because the law re- 
quired that a car should display the "Model" 
of the Marge. To the logical French, 20 
Horsepower is a horsepower not a model. 
Before going to France, it had gone back to 
Rolls-Royce Ltd. to be brought up to the 
latest specification, or "modified" as they 
say at the Works. 

"My girl friend and I had gone to ring 
my father and tell him the car had got hot 
(and how) and that we were going to wait a 
while until it cooled down. When we returned 
the fire was beyond control. They told me 
that it took hold in less than five minutes and 
there was nothing anybody could do until the 
Fire Brigade arrived. It set a tree on fire 
and part of a fence, and proved a great sight 


for all the people returning from Bobbin Head. 


Several people have asked me if I saw the 
Rolls-Royce burning". 

"The body is a complete mess, but the 
engine and chassis appear to be unharmed. 
Everyone has been wonderful to me since 
this happened and I have had a lot of offers 
of help from various car clubs, and they have 
already advertised in their magazines for a 
body to fit her. A friend got in touch with 
the President of the 30's and 40's Car Club, 
and though the car does not belong in that 
category, he has offered his help and also 
his Club's. It turned out that my car is the 
only Rolls-Royce that he has ever driven, 
so that made him even more interested. (I 
should add that our Rolls-Royce Owners! 
Club has been terrific too, but I think you 
can imagine they would be!) Everyone who 
has looked at the remains is convinced that 
it is restorable and I am determined that 
Guenever will be back on the road in the 
not too distant future. So, as you will have 
gathered, I will not be looking for another 
car. I feel too much can be done with what 
we have already. Also it was my first car 
and I do not intend to give up easily". 

"The first step will be to strip off what 
is left of the body and really clean up. (I 
think I should have the cleanest Rolls-Royce 
in Sydney when we have finished). Then we 
will have to get a new firewall and instru- 
ments because they melted, which shows how 
hot the fire must have been. We were rather 
afraid that the aluminium gearbox covering 
might have melted too, but it is perfectly 
alright. The gears still work. Last Satur- 
day we had to move it under cover and a 
friend steered it with a wrench; it was a fun- 
ny sight. I wish I could have taken a photo 
of it. The hand-brake, foot-brake, clutch 
and accelerator are all movable and work. 
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Also there is still compression in the engine, 
so that is a good sign. We salvaged the back 
seat and all to tools also". 

Let Graeme Soderland have the last 
word: "Dedication such as Judith Bisleys' 
deserves all the praise and encouragement 
possible. Should any Member have any part 
of a Twenty, which could be of use, would 
they please contact her at 1 Rothwell Road, 
Turramurra, N.S.W. Someone might even 
know of a body, or perhaps be able to help 
with advice so that "Guenever" may rise from 
the ashes". 


ODE IO 'Rnd'. by D.G.M. McPhee 

In restoring my Ghost, number eleven-twenty - 
two, 

I find I need oil cups, the same as did you, 

Now my Ghost must have oil cups, to make 
things run free, 

And the original type is far better, you see. 


So to solve this great problem, please Sir I do 
plead, 

Send me two dozen, and fill my great need, 

On receipt of this treasure, I shall send to you, 

A cheque, with my thanks, for nine dollars 
one-two. 


"Rnd! = Rainsford. 


et 


Judith with 'Guenever'. 47. 


